barrel rolls, Oscar would lie on the bottom of the pool looking up through 
the water appealingly with large, limpid eyes. Well-meaning but misguided 
visitors would respond by tossing pennies into the pool. 

Oscar’s well-fitting sealskin coat had one defect—no pockets! Oscar could 
think of nothing to do with the coins but swallow them. 

One morning Oscar was found dead on the floor of the pool. An autopsy 
revealed nearly four pounds of pennies in the seal’s stomach. Many of them 
were of the wartime zinc variety. There were also a few larger coins, a street- 
car token and an amusement token. 

News of Oscar's death brought a large correspondence to the executors of 
the estate. Pupils of a grade school in Philadelphia requested one of the 
pennies. A schoolboy in Fort Worth asked for the street-car token, sending 
a Fort Worth street-car token in exchange. Newspaper clippings came in by 
the handful—twenty of them from one mid-western state. A wag suggested 
that Oscar's memory be perpetuated as the Great Seal of the Academy. 

Oscar’s most significant claim to fame is a letter to the Academy from an 
eastern medical school requesting a report of the autopsy. One of their 
professors is investigating the toxicity of zinc for higher animals, including 
man. 

Oscar's estate—$7.54—has been given to the Children’s Hospital. But we 
hope that in future our visitors will refrain from tossing coins or anything 


else to our animals. It is dangerous to their health and well-being. 
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December Announcement 


THE REGULAR DECEMBER MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will 
be held in the Auditorium of the Pacific Gas and Electric Company, 245 
Market Street, on Thursday, December 5, 1946, at 8 o'clock. The lecture of 
the evening, second of the Academy’s autumn series on the Dr. Walter B. 
Scaife Foundation, will be given by Mr. C. A. (Bert) Harwell, whose subject 
will be 

Music oF THE Out-or-Doors 

Mr. Harwell, who is Western Representative of the National Audubon 
Society, is a gifted lecturer and a distinguished interpreter of bird songs 
through whistled imitations. His extraordinary whistling ability is augmented 
by all-color motion pictures, films he has made in coast to coast travels 
through the deserts, mountains, prairies and valleys of the nation. Not only 
is he widely known as a lecturer; thousands have enjoyed his guidance as a 
former Park Naturalist at Yosemite; thousands more on personally conducted 
field trips in the out-of-doors. 

“Music of the Out-of-Doors” is a motion picture symphony of the great 
American wilderness. The song of the day’s beginning and of the day’s end, 
the songs of mountains, prairies, forests, deserts, marshes and swamps—these 
Mr. Harwell brings to his audience in a lecture built about the movement, 
color and music of the wild. 

The public is cordially invited. 
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Cover Picrure 
For THE photograph of Yosemite Falls on the cover of this News Letrrer 
we are indebted to Mr. Aubrey Drury. It is one of the illustrations from his 
well-known book, “California: An Intimate Guide.” 


[2] 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 
Notice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council at its 
meeting on November 18, 1946, approved the applications of Mr. Clark Eads, 
Mr. Ralph O. Fox, Mr. Donald A. Jenkins, and Mr. Charles S. Webber for 
Menmpersuip in the California Academy of Sciences. If no objection to the 
election of the applicants be received at the office of the Academy within two 
weeks after November 29, they will be considered elected. 
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AcApemMy ReEceIves Essig COLLECTION OF CoccIDAE 
Tue Acapemy has received as a gift from Professor E. O. Essig, head of the 
Division of Entomology in the University of California College of Agricul- 
ture at Berkeley, his large and valuable collection of Coccidae or scale insects 
from all over the world. The collection includes 1090 microscope slides, 1022 
lots of specimens mounted in vials, and several hundred lots of unmounted 
material. 

Professor Essig, a distinguished specialist on this important group of in- 
sects, has been accumulating this collection since 1908. By placing it in the 
Academy’s Department of Entomology he has made it permanently avail- 
able to other workers in this field. 

The collection includes some rather striking demonstration material. Part 
of this has been placed on exhibit in the Museum, including lac from the 
Indian lac insect, source of shellac; the crimson dye obtained from the 
cochineal insect; and the so-called “manna,” a sweet exudate or honey-dew 
produced by the Tamarisk manna scale of Asia Minor. In arid regions where 
no rain dissolves it, this honey-dew forms considerable accumulations, and 
may have been the manna referred to in the Bible. According to Professor 
Essig, the Arabs in the Sinai Mountains and natives of Iraq still collect it 
and use it for sugar. hy 

Oscar AcHtEves PostHuUMOUS FAME 
Oscar, the Academy’s pet seal who died of an overdose of pennies, has, like 
many another humble, friendly soul, achieved more fame in death than 
he did in life. 

Oscar was a harbor seal who was raised from puppyhood in one of the 
pools in front of the Aquarium. When not swimming leisurely about, doing 
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